
A STUDY OF REVELATION ELEVEN

THE TWO WITNESSES      
   There have been many opinions voiced on the subject of the Two Witnesses in the past and
many more are being proposed today.  Among the most popular are the Old and New Testaments,
Moses and Elijah, and Enoch and Elijah.  But aside from various opinions, what exactly does the
Word of Yahweh tell us about these “Two Witnesses?”

    Revelation 11:3,  4 says,  “And I will  give power unto my two witnesses,  and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and three score days, clothed in sackcloth.  THESE ARE THE
TWO OLIVE TREES, and THE TWO CANDLESTICKS standing before the Elohim of the
earth.”  The text tells us exactly who these two witnesses are.  It is not necessary to guess or
assume who they might be or could be.  It says THESE ARE THE TWO OLIVE TREES, and
THE TWO CANDLESTICKS.  It  is  now up to us to  find out about the olive trees and the
candlesticks and what they symbolize scripturally.

   In Jeremiah chapter eleven Yahweh tells Judah that there will be a curse on them if they do
not obey His covenant, but if they do, that Yahweh will be their Elohim and they shall be His
people (verses 1-4).  Further in the chapter Yahweh says of Judah, “Yahweh called thy name, A
green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire
upon it, and the branches of it are broken” (verse 16).  Notice in verse seventeen that not only
Judah, but both the house of Judah and the house of Israel are included in this description.

   As you probably remember, 1 Kings chapter twelve deals with the dividing of the Kingdom
of Israel into the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel after the death of Solomon.  Judah is called
“A green olive tree” in Jeremiah and since both the house of Judah and the house of Israel are of
the same root, both are typical of the olive tree.  Notice also that the olive tree is green.  A green
tree is alive and growing, not dead.  The same is true of these two kingdoms and they do typify
live olive trees.

   Zechariah received a beautiful vision which is of utmost significance to this study.  In chapter
four the angel awoke him and asked, “…What seest thou? And I said, I have looked and behold a
candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven
pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: And two olive trees by it, one upon the
right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof” (verses 2, 3).

   In  verse  12  the  question  was  again  asked:  “…What  be  these  two olive  branches  which
through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?”  The reply was: “These
are the two anointed ones,  that  stand by the Master  of the whole earth” (verse 14).  Notice
carefully that  these two olive branches and candlesticks standing by (or before) Yahweh are
symbolically the same as the two olive trees and candlesticks in Revelation 11:4.

    In Isaiah forty-three Yahweh says  of Jacob and Israel,  “Ye are my witnesses … and my
servant whom I have chosen …” (verse 10).  These two olive trees are Yahweh’s witnesses and
were chosen by Him and not man.  Verse 12 declares why these are His witnesses as Yahweh
says: “I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange g-d among
you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith Yahweh, that I am Elohim.”  Jacob and Israel were
chosen to be Yahweh’s two witnesses to proclaim that Yahweh is Elohim and not the deities of



the world!  That is the same basic message that these two witnesses will proclaim in the time
period of Revelation.

   The gentiles are typical of the wild olive tree.  Paul says to them as a wild olive tree “That at
that time ye were without Messiah, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without Elohim in the world” (Ephesians
2:12).  In Romans 11 Paul goes on to show that it was by their faith in Yahshua that they were
grafted into the tame olive tree where the branches of Israel were broken off in unbelief.  By
being grafted into the tame olive tree, the gentiles could now partake of the root and fatness of
the olive tree (Romans 11:17-24).

   Let us look for a moment at the candlesticks and see what their purpose is.  Candlesticks give
light, do they not?  The Psalmist wrote “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path” (Psalm 119:105).  Yahshua also, in talking with His fellow Israelites, tells them that they
“… are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).  How then did Israel give light?  Paul says that
through Israel came “the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and giving of the law, and
the service of Yahweh, and the promises” (Romans 9:4, 5).  It was through these two candlesticks
(Judah and Israel) that the world received the light or WORD from Yahweh.  It did not come
through any other nation or people, but through the nation of Israel.  The two olive trees are
symbolic of the two houses of Israel and the candlesticks are a symbol of the light that shined
forth as Yahweh gave it through them.  

  You may have noticed in Zechariah four that it talks about two olive branches.  A branch is
not all of a tree, but only a part or a remnant.  Paul, in Romans 9:27, speaks of what Isaiah said
concerning Israel.  “Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a
remnant shall be saved.”  A remnant is only a small number from a much larger group and this
fact has direct application to the subject under study.

   Prophetically,  winds  refer  to  wars  (Daniel  7:2)  and  waters  refer  to  peoples  or  nations
(Revelation 17:15).  In Revelation chapter seven John is shown “four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the
earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.”  John then saw “… another angel ascending from the east,
having the seal of the living Elohim: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it
was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees,
till we have sealed the servants of our Elohim in their foreheads.  And I heard the number of
them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the
tribes of the children of Israel” (Revelation 7:1-4).

 Notice that these 144,000 are sealed from the tribes of the children of Israel.  These are also
called Yahweh’s SERVANTS just as Isaiah describes them by saying, “Ye are my witnesses, saith
Yahweh, and My servant whom I have chosen” (Isaiah 43:10).  Truly Yahweh chose Jacob for
His servant and it is Jacob’s children who will be his witnesses.

  These two olive trees could be correctly called Jacob and Israel as they are identified in
Isaiah 43:1 and 44:1.  The tribes of Judah and Benjamin and a part of Levi remained at Jerusalem
when the ten tribes departed into idolatry.  Since Jacob is the father of all twelve tribes, these few
separate  tribes (Judah, Benjamin and Levi)  could correctly be called Jacob according to  the
Scriptural usage.

   These 144,000 Israelites are sealed with a seal in their foreheads. Many interpretations have
been proposed as to what the seal might be, but the Scripture says that these 144,000 have the



name of the Lamb’s Father written in their forehead (Revelation 14:1).  This seal is implanted
into their mind by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30), not only to these 144,000, but to all who
want to receive His seal.  But specifically, in relationship to this study, we have a remnant of
Israel who are sealed with Yahweh’s Name.

  In Revelation chapter twelve a marvelous scene is described.  “And there appeared a great
wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her
head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered … And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron:
and her child was caught up unto Yahweh, and to His throne” (Revelation 12:1, 2, 5).

   In verse one John saw in vision a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet,
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. To understand the meaning intended, the symbols
must be identified as John saw them.

    Genesis chapter thirty-seven relates an event which took place over 3,000 years ago.  Joseph,
the son of Jacob, had a dream in which he saw the sun and moon and eleven stars bowing down
to him (verse 9).  Joseph did not understand the significance of the dream, but it was fulfilled
several years later when he was sold as a slave into Egypt.  As you remember, Joseph became
governor of Egypt and when a famine came upon the land, his brethren came to him to buy food,
not  knowing who he  was.  The rest  of  the  story shows that  his  brothers  did,  in  fact,  make
obeisance to Joseph as the dream had predicted many years before.

   In this dream Joseph saw the sun as representing his father Jacob and the moon his mother. 
The eleven stars portrayed his eleven brothers, Joseph himself being the twelfth.  The application
to verse one of Revelation twelve is that the woman is symbolized as representing literal Israel. 
The sun and moon are her parents and the twelve stars their children or the twelve tribes of
Israel.

   Verse two says that “she (Israel), being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered,” and she brought forth a man child.  An interesting parallel concerning Israel is found
in  Isaiah  66:7,  8.  “Before  she  travailed,  she  brought  forth;  before  her  pain  came,  she  was
delivered of a man child.  Who hath heard such a thing?  Who hath seen such things?  Shall the
earth be made to bring forth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at once?  For as soon as Zion
travailed, she brought forth her children.”  The woman, representing Israel, brought forth the
man child (her children) who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.

   Concerning this man child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron, Revelation 2:26 and
27 says, “And he that overcometh and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power
over the nations: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.”  This man child must also be an overcomer,
and because he is an overcomer he is given rule over the nations.

   You are probably asking the question: “Isn’t this man child representative of the Messiah?” 
Let us establish the time period of this event from the context of the chapter.  By identifying the
great red dragon in verse three, we can identify in what historical period this event takes place.

     Notice carefully that this dragon has seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his
heads. This dragon is the devil, Satan (verse 9), portrayed as the leader of a governmental system
in Revelation known as the Beast.  



   This Beast is described in Daniel seven as the pagan Roman Empire.  It was upon the seven
remaining kingdoms or mountains of Pagan Rome that Papal Rome built its kingdom (Daniel
7:24 and Revelation 17:9).  These seven heads are identified as the seven remaining kingdoms of
the Germanic tribes that invaded the Roman Empire and caused its fall in 476 A.D.

  In order for the man child to be the Saviour, Rome must have had seven heads (with crowns)
and ten horns at His birth.  It is historically impossible for the dragon to have seven heads and
ten horns at that time in history.

   These ten horns are represented in Daniel two as the ten toes of the Image.  They are ten
kings which are to arise in the last days at the time when Yahweh sets up His Kingdom (Daniel
2:44).  Revelation 17:12 shows these ten kings do not receive their kingdoms, but they are to
receive power from the Beast, which is fulfilled as they receive their crowns in Revelation 13:1. 
This event is still future as ten nations or kings have not united in a coalition with Papal Rome.

  Let us look again at Revelation eleven.  Verse three tells us that these two witnesses will
prophesy for 1260 days.  Continuing farther in the chapter, “And when they shall have finished
their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them,
and shall overcome them, and kill them.  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Master was crucified.  And
they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days
and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves…  And after three days and
an half the Spirit of life from Yahweh entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great
fear fell upon them which saw them.  And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto
them, Come up hither.  And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld
them.  And the same hour was there a great earthquake…  The second woe is past; and behold,
the third woe cometh quickly” (Revelation 11:7-14).

  These witnesses, after finishing their prophetic mission, were slain by the Beast and ascended
to heaven before the second woe was sounded.  For those who have equated this earthquake with
the great earthquake mentioned in Revelation 16:18-20, Ezekiel 28:20 and Zechariah 14:4, 5,
please notice that these later events occur at the time of the third woe or the sounding of the
seventh Trumpet Angel, whereas this earthquake occurs before the second woe.

   Notice also that the time span of their prophecy was 1260 days.  The beast also made war
against them, overcame them, and killed them.  The same time period identified as 42 months
mentioned in Revelation 13:5 and the beast was given this time “to make war with the saints, and
to overcome them” (verse 7).  This same time period is also mentioned in Revelation twelve
where the dragon makes war with the remnant of her (Israel’s) seed while she is protected by
Yahweh for those 1260 days or 3 ½ years (verse 6).

   It was the beast with seven heads and ten horns that came out of the bottomless pit making
war with the two witnesses and killing them.  Do you think that a government would have to
make war with these two witnesses if they had only been two men?  This is very unlikely, yet
this beast government did make war with the two witnesses because they are more than just two
men.  They comprise 144,000 men who are filled with the Spirit and preaching by the power of
Yahweh.

   A very interesting point now emerges which ties all three groups, i.e. the man child, the two
witnesses, and the 144,000 together as one and the same group of individuals.  All three were
taken from the earth prior to the second coming and first resurrection.  Revelation 12:5 says that



the man child was “caught up unto Yahweh, and to his throne”.  Revelation 11:12 says that the
two witnesses “ascended up to heaven in a cloud.”  And Revelation 14:3, 4 says that the 144,000
were “redeemed from the earth… being the first fruits unto Yahweh and to the Lamb.”

   Three other parallels are noticed in Scripture in reference to His second coming. Revelation
14:1 says that these 144,000 are standing on Mount Zion with Yahshua, and Zechariah says that
all the saints (including these) will be with Him on Mount Olives at His return (verses 4 and 5). 
Jude also records what Enoch prophesied, saying. “Behold the L-rd (Yahshua) cometh with ten
thousands of His saints” (Jude 14).  From these accounts it appears that these three diversely
described, but self-same groups not only are taken to heaven prior to the second coming of
Yahshua but are there with Him at His return to earth as He stands on Mount Zion (Olives).

    Earlier we had read in Revelation seven where the four angels were standing on the four
corners of the earth holding back the four winds.  These winds were not to blow on the earth
until  the sealing of Yahweh’s servants had taken place.  After this  group is  sealed,  they will
literally fulfill  Yahshua’s statement of Matthew 24:14.  “And this  gospel [good news] of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.”

   The two witnesses do fulfill this commission and after they have finished their testimony of
1260 days, the four angels can now loose the four winds that they have been holding.  This
loosening is  sounded by the sixth trumpet angel,  which is also called the second woe angel
(Revelation  9:13,  14).  The  loosening  of  these  winds  is  the  preparation  for  the  battle  of
Armageddon (Revelation 16:12-16), which will climax at the sounding of the seventh Trumpet
Angel (third woe) and Yahshua’s personal return to this earth.

  In brief summary: The two olive trees are a symbol of the remnant of the two houses of
Israel.  They are the candlesticks as it was through them that Yahweh gave the light which all the
world now has access to.

    The man child is symbolic of the 144,000 born of the woman Israel; these are a remnant
sealed with Yahweh’s Name.  This group has but one purpose and that is to proclaim with a loud
voice:  “Fear  Yahweh,  and  give  glory  to  Him;  for  the  hour  of  His  judgment  is  come…”
(Revelation 14:7).  These messengers “witness” to the peoples of the earth for the 1260 days (42
months or 3 ½ years) of the tribulation.  After their message is finished, they are slain and taken
to heaven and return with Yahshua.

   If we allow the Spirit of Yahweh to lead us and not rely upon various ideas we have heard in
the past, we will be led into a greater and deeper understanding of Yahweh’s Word.  May Yahweh
bless you with light and understanding in your study of this subject.

W. L. Bodine (deceased), Van Buren, AR

Editor’s note:  Elder Bodine was an avid student of the Scriptures.  Prophecy was one of his
favorite subjects.


